
“The further a society 
drifts from the truth, 
the more it will hate 
those who speak it.”

- George Orwell

Facts about Julian Assange and WikiLeaks

•	 WikiLeaks is a non-profit organization for the 
protection of whistleblowers and journalists with 
sensitive material to communicate to the public.

•	 WikiLeaks was started by Julian Assange in 2006 
with the philosophy that governments only work for 
the people when they operate transparently.

•	 In his capacity at WikiLeaks, Julian Assange is a 
journalist and publisher, not a treasonous spy.

•	 Contrary to government opinion, the publishing of 
leaked documents has been part of journalism’s 
function for decades (look up Daniel Ellsberg, for 
starters).

•	 WikiLeaks publishes material provided by its sources 
after thoroughly vetting. WikiLeaks does not hack.

•	 The silencing of Assange and the government’s 
attempt to bring down WikiLeaks is an outright 
assault on freedom of the press and our own free 
speech. We are all Julian Assange.

•	 Neither WikiLeaks, as an organization, nor Julian 
Assange, as an individual, have committed any crimes 
against the US or UK.

•	 WikiLeaks began publishing in 2006 and has 
published over 10 million documents. It has never 
had to retract one document.

WikiLeaks Delivers Award-Winning Journalism
2008	 The Economist, New Media Award
2009	 Amnesty International UK Media Award (New Media)
2010	 Sam Adams Award
2010	 Time Magazine Readers Choice Person of the Year
	 Time Magazine Runner-Up Person of the Year
2010	 Postmedia Network Editors, Top Newsmaker of the Year
2010	 Le Monde Person of the Year
2011	 Sydney Peace Foundation, Gold Medal
2011	 Time 100 List of the Most Influential People
2011	 Martha Gellhorn Prize for Journalism
2011	 Walkley Award, Most Outstanding Contribution to Journalism
2011	 Liberty Victoria Voltaire Award
2019	 GUE/NGL Award for Journalists, Whistleblowers & Defenders 		
	 of the Right to Information
2019	 Nominee, Nobel Peace Prize

https://www.wikileaks.org

UPDATE: Assange was dragged out of his asylum at the Ecuadorian 
embassy April 11, 2019. He is currently is solitary confinement at 
UK’s Belmarsh supermax prison awaiting trial in February 2020. He 
faces US extradition and an 18 count indictment under the Espionage 
Act – 175 years in US prison. UN Rapporteur on Torture Nils Melzer 
evaluated Assange as a worst case of torture and life at risk. 
Doctors4Assange assessed and advocating to save his life.

additional resources bayaction2freeassange.org
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